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RAC announces 
election of Directors 


RAC Secretary, Ken Pulfer 
VE8PU, on behalf of the election 
committee, recently announced that 
J. Fergus Kyle VE3LVO, Dennis 
Livesey VE7DK and David Panting 
VE4EF had been elected to the 
Radio Amateurs of Canada Board of 
Directors. 

RAC President, Farrell Hopwood 
VE7RD said he welcomed the new 
directors on behalf of all Amateurs 
across the country. He encouraged 
them to be active and in-touch with 
clubs and in attendance at 


conferences and hamfests within 
their regions. Mr. Hopwood says that 
RAC “as a fledgling national society” 
has taken on some important and 
demanding roles and projects. He 
said, “We are faced with some 
serious matters concerning 
resources, both human and 
financial. There are solutions to our 
needs, however, they are problematic 
and scomplex.”.i He... further 
encouraged active recruitment of 
new membership in RAC. 


Section Manager elections 


Saskatchewan Amateurs will be 
mailed ballots for Section Manager 
elections Friday, December 16. Bruce 
Donovan VE5ND, and Joan Lloyd 
VE5JML, are the candidates. 

Atlantic Region Amateurs can 
expect ballots for Regional Director 


elections before the end of the year. 
Bill Gillis VE1IWG, and Stuart 
Harvey VO100O, are the candidates. 
Be sure to exercise your right as a 
RAC member and vote for the 
candidate of your choice. 
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RAC address 
change 


Radio Amateurs of Canada, 
Administrative Offices is located in 
Kingston. The postal box has been 
closed and mail is now being 
delivered directly to the office. 
Please address your mail to: Radio 
Amateurs of Canada, 614 Norris 
Court, Unit 6, Kingston, Ontario 
K7P 2R9. 


RAC Winter 
Contest 


The Radio Amateurs of Canada 
Winter Contest is scheduled for 
December 31, 1994. Contest hours 
are 0000Z to 2359Z. Amateurs all 
over the world are invited to 
participate. For complete contest 
details check page 38 of the 
December issue of The Canadian 
magazine. 


North Shore first in Canada in emergency exercise 


Members of the North Shore ARC 
placed first in Canada in the “Radio 
Club” category in a continent-wide 
exercise of emergency 
communications on the weekend of 
June 24, 1994. The North Shore 
club operated from the quarry site at 
the top of Cypress Provincial Park in 
West Vancouver. 

George Merchant VE7CHU, Club 
President, comments, “Our Field 
Day site is ideal for radio contact 


with the rest of North America 
because of height and antenna 
direction, and probably has the most 
spectacular view of the thousands of 
other sites in the contest.” 

The annual exercise is designed to 
test the skills of Ham radio 
operators in setting up an 
emergency communications facility, 
without normal power, as quickly as 
possible, in the event of disaster. The 
competition is divided into several 


categories depending on the number 
of radio transmitters, power levels 
and source of power. 

The North Shore Club says they 
have managed to improve their 
contest score consistently since the 
Club was formed 10 years ago. The 
American Radio Relay League 
recently confirmed the NSARC first 
place finish, narrowly beating the 
perennial winner, the Ottawa Valley 
Amateur Radio Club. 
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Editor: Cam Inglis VE3UXN, 
#1602, 1000 King Street West, 
Kingston, Ontario K7M 8H3. 
Phone: 613 548-8636. 

Fax: 613 389-7507. 

Packet: VESUXN@VE3CDY. 
E-mail: cameron.inglis@gtm-inc.com 
E-Mail and Packet Editor: Steve 
Cutway VE3GRS. If you would like 
to receive this bulletin via E-mail 
send your request to Steve Cutway 
at: cutways@qucdn.queensu.ca 
Special Thanks: Debbie Norman, 
General Manager RAC, contributes 
significantly to the the editing and 
proof-reading of this bulletin which 
the editor appreciates. Also 
acknowledged are those who have 
forwarded items which have 
appeared in this bulletin... 

News Bulletin Information. The 
RAC News Bulletin is published 
monthly except July and August. 

The purpose is to circulate 
Amateur Radio news and 
information on a timely basis 
between publishing dates of The 
Canadian Amateur magazine. 

All material in the Bulletin may 
be reprinted but please credit the 
Bulletin, the original author, and the 
original publication if one is given. 

Please submit original stories or 
information to the editor before the 
10th of the month of publication. 

Publishing date is normally the 
15th of each month except July and 
August. Packet bulletins are 
released continually throughout the 
month. 

Annual Subscriptions to RAC 
News Bulletin are available by mail- 
ing $10 before September 1. Sub- 
scriptions expire every August 31. 

The RAC News Bulletin is 
published and printed by Radio 
Amateurs of Canada, P.O. Box 356, 
Kingston, Ontario K7L 4W2. 
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IC antenna tower policy clarification 


The long awaited Industry Canada 
policy concerning antennas and 
antenna structures is expected soon. 
The delay is over the possible impact 
of new legislation governing 
environmental health factors and the 
limits of exposure to radiofrequency 
fields. Our November Bulletin 
reported that the new policy was 
expected to spell out a requirement 
that prior to erecting an antenna 
tower Amateurs would first have to 
consult with municipal authorities. 

Contrary to our previous report, 
Industry Canada, not the munici- 


pality, has sole authority over towers. 
However, Industry Canada has made 
it perfectly clear to RAC officials that 
it is in the best interest of the parties 
concerned, i.e., the Amateur, his 
neighbours and the municipality, that 
a consultation process take place. 
While consultation is not mandatory, 
“Good Neighbour Relations” can help 
to diffuse possible future 
confrontation. 

Note this! Industry Canada does 
not look with favour on Amateurs 
who fail to consult with their 
neighbours. 


Are you interested in CFARS? 


The Canadian Forces has created 
an organization called the Canadian 
Forces Affiliate Radio Service 
(CFARS), manned by licensed 
volunteer Amateur operators that 
help link people far from home with 
loved ones back in Canada. Thrill 
seekers, missionaries, scientists, the 
Coast Guard and our Military all 
know the value of CFARS. 

CFARS stations operate on 
frequencies just below the normal 
Amateur bands. They use a different 
set of call signs (only 100 are allowed 
by IC), so the number of operators is 
limited and strategically located 
around the country for optimum 
efficiency. 

Volunteer CFARS operators 
recently handled 450 patches to 


families across Canada during the 
Haiti crisis. Canadian scientists and 
Coast Guard staff aboard the Louis 
St. Laurent on her recent trip to the 
North Pole depended on CFARS for 
communications with family and 
loved ones at home. Canadian 
Medical relief troops in Rwanda, 
peace keeping troops in the Golan 
Heights, Yugoslavia and Croatia have 
all made use of CFARS services. If 
you are interested in monitoring 
CFARS try 14.452.5 and see for 
yourself how Amateurs help our 
Armed Forces around the world. 

Len Brewster VA3LEN, has 
offered to share more information on 
CFARS with interested Amateurs. 
His address is; R.R.#2, Chesterville, 
Ontario KOC 1H0. 


Hammond Museum of Radio 


If you are planning a visit to the 
Toronto area, give serious 
consideration to contacting Fred 
Hammond VE8HC, in Guelph and 
arrange for a visit to the Hammond 
Museum of Radio. Attention teachers: 
this would make a great field trip. 

Among the collection can be 
found a representative history of the 
development of radio equipment 
during the tube era. Spark gap 
transmitters, Marconi, Hammond, 
and other early makes of receivers 
are on display. Just about every piece 
of equipment Collins manufactured is 
represented and much of the 
collection is in operating condition. 


Two RCA broadcast transmitters 
have been converted to Amateur use 
and there are two Collins KW-1 1000 
transmitters in operation at the 
museum. 

Fred’s collection of tubes ranges 
from peanut tubes through the Eimac 
T-2000 and a 50,000 and a 100,000 
watt broadcast transmitting tube. 
Most of the tubes have their 
filaments lit which offers an 
impressive display. Microphones, 
speakers and a few early television 
receivers are also displayed. 

Thanks to the Montreal ARC 
bulletin for reminding of us of this 
important resource. 
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FCC tells zoning board basis for decision wrong 
From the ARRL Letter, November 12, 1994 


The chief of the FCC’s Private 
Radio Bureau, Ralph Haller, has told 
the Hempstead, New York Board of 
Zoning Appeals that the town is 
wrong in trying to regulate an 
Amateur’s antenna system based on 
interference caused to nearby 
consumer electronic equipment. 

Here is what Haller told the board 
of zoning appeals: “It has come to 
our attention that the Town of 
Hempstead’s Board of Zoning 
Appeals (Board) has denied Mr. 
Handen M. Nadel’s application for a 
variance permitting him to maintain 
his Amateur radio station’s antenna 
at a height of fifty-five feet (versus 
the thirty feet permitted by the 


zoning ordinance). According (to) the 
text of the Board’s decision...it based 
its determination largely on its 
finding that the ‘proposed and 
existing antenna height of fifty-five 
feet’ was resulting in interference to 
the home electronic equipment of 
Mr. Nadel’s neighbors.” 

Haller then cites PRB-1 and what 
local authorities may do under its 
provisions. But, “They may not,” 
Haller told the Board, “base their 
regulation of Amateur service 
antenna structures on the causation 
of interference to home electronic 
equipment, an area regulated 
exclusively by the Commission.” 

Haller cited the FCC’s exclusive 


220-225 MHz remains Amateur 
exclusive in Canada 


RAC announced récéntly that, as 
a result of negotiations with 
Industry Canada, the 220-225 MHz 
band remains exclusive to the 
Amateur service in Canada. The IC 
decision was communicated to RAC 
President, J. Farrell Hopwood 
VE7RD, in a letter dated November 
Zo, 1994 from; IC’s (Director; 
Spectrum Management Operations, 
Michael Connolly. Mr. Connolly 
congratulated RAC on its effective 
representation on the 220 MHz 
_ matter. 

Mr. Hopwoood says that, “This 
was one of the first issues addressed 
by the Canadian Amateur Radio 
Advisory Board (CARAB), and RAC 
extends its thanks to Industry 
Canada for its co-operation and 
assistance.” 

“Canadian radio Amateurs are 
encouraged to make maximum use 
of this valuable spectrum 
allocation”, Mr. Hopwood says. 
“Amateurs are free to make full use 
of 220-225 MHz as before, and 


should use the band in accordance 
with our band plan. Amateurs 
should be aware that due to re- 
allocation of 220-222 MHz in the US 
to land mobile services, for this part 
of the frequency, sharing and co- 
ordination arrangements in the 
border corridor is currently being 
negotiated between IC and the FCC 
and should be finalized shortly. Any 
such plan must be incorporated in 
Canada-USA treaty obligations. 
Amateurs will be notified when 
implementation is required.” 


High speed code 
anyone? 


The World Wireless Beacon 
reports that Pacific Coast high speed 
practice skeds are currently running 
on 3523 and 7023 MHz, Mondays 
and Thursdays at 0330 UTC. 


Season's Greetings to 
Amateurs everywhere! 


jurisdiction over interference 
matters and told the Board “there is 
no reasonable connection between 
requiring Mr. Nadel to reduce the 
height of his antenna and reducing 
the amount of interference to his 
neighbors’ home _— electronic 
equipment. On the contrary, 
antenna height is inversely related 
to the strength...of the radio signal 
that serves as a catalyst for 
interference... 

“It is a matter of technical fact,” 
Haller said, “that the higher an 
Amateur antenna, the less likely it 
is that the radio frequency 
interference will appear in home 
electronic equipment.” 


EC unable to 
provide Weather 
Watcher training 


The Leamington, Ontario, ARC 
News Letter recently reported that 
1994 had been a quiet year for the 
Canwarn Weather Spotters. One 
incident did involve severe weather 
damage to the antenna system 
located at the Weather Office. 

Environment Canada, without the 
financial resources to pay travel and 
overtime staffing expenses, is 
reportedly unable to assist with local 
volunteer training. The club news 
letter says that discussions are 
underway to find volunteers from 
the Weather Watchers to conduct the 
course themselves. 

Weather Watchers are trained to 
identify potentially dangerous locally 
developing weather conditions that 
could threaten life and property. 
They assist Environment Canada by 
reporting threatening conditions so 
that necessary warning can be 
issued to the public if necessary. 
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Ham news about China 


From Calgary ARA Key Klix 


At the IARU Region 3 Conference in Singapore, the delegate of the 
Chinese Radio Sports Association, BZIHAM, submitted a document which 
gives the prefix line-up in China as follows: 


B V/UHF stations and contest stations on the mainland 
BA Class 1 individual home stations 

BD Class 2 individual home stations 

BG Class 3 individual home stations 

BO Jin Men (Quemoy) area of Taiwan 

BR Repeaters 

BSOH Huang Yan Dao (Scarborough Reef) 

BT Special events stations 

BV Taiwan BV9P Dong Sha Dao (Pratas) 

BY Club stations 
BZ Personal calls of club station operators, to be used at club stations only. 


There are now 33 old-timers who have been issued permission to operate 
from their homes with the BA prefix. On July 17, China conducted an 
examination in 28 cities for the Class 3 individual home station license. 
About 1400 people took the examination and about 1000 are expected to 
pass. The main problem for most of these Amateurs will be obtaining 
equipment. Imported ham gear is too expensive for most of their 
pocketbooks and ham gear is not made in China. 

As of June, 1994, there were 99 club stations (BY) in China. About 200 
Amateurs currently hold the BZ prefix call sign enabling them to use 
personal calls when operating from club stations. 

Key Klix credits DL6RDE for the above report. 


Kanata Fire Department emergency 
communications planning 


The) Kanata’ POntario,..Fire 
Department has joined forces with 
local Amateur Radio operators to 
provide for emergency 
communications needs. The Kanata 
Fire Chief initiated the move that 
resulted in a fully operational 
Amateur station located in the fire 
hall. Kanata firemen and Amateur 
volunteers worked together to install 
the new station. In the event of an 
emergency, local Amateurs will 
provide communications for the 
Kanata police, fire department and 
relief organizations. 

According to an item in the 
Ottawa Amateur Radio Club 
bulletin, the fire department radio 
station was installed so that if, and 
when, a disaster occurs designated 
volunteer Amateur Radio operators 
could proceed directly to the fire 


station and begin providing immedi- 
ate communications assistance. The 
station is equipped with a Kenwood 
702A transceiver working from a 
Diamond X300 antenna. 

In addition to the many Amateur 
Radio repeaters in the Ottawa- 
Carleton region, the local Emergency 
Measures Unit recently com- 
missioned a new Amateur Radio 
repeater (VA3EMU), for the 
exclusive use during an emergency. 
One of the many features of the new 
repeater is the ability to 
interconnect (autopatch) with the 
local telephone network. This 
feature will allow volunteer 
Amateurs to communicate with any 
of the services the City or fire 
department may require in the event 
of a disaster in Kanata. 


Still hope for peace 
between Jordan and Israel 


The recent thawing of relations 
between Israel and Jordan was 
apparent by the appearance of 
Jordan’s King Hussein, JY1, on an 
Amman, Jordan, repeater, 
according to the Israeli newsletter 
HaGal. When Jonathan, 4Z9FHB, 
called CQ, JY1 answered and 
proceeded to work the young 
Amateur. 

HaGal also reports that 
discussions have taken place 
between the two countries’ Amateur 
Societies, on “technical cooperation” 
and “plans for a very special 
DXpedition, yet to be announced. A 
recent report indicated there were 
now 11 VFH and 4 UHF repeaters 
in Jordan. 


Calgary emergency Ham 
ATV big help to their fire 


department 
From Calgary ARA Key Klix 


Key Klix reports that the Calgary 
fire department has been so 
impressed by what the Ham ATV 
operators have been able to do for 
them that they have decided to call 
them out for the next major fire. A 
24-hour call out sheet has been 
organized by the club. 


From the interference 


department 
From the ARRL News Letter 


Hams in the Omaha, Nebraska, 
area helped the local office of the 
FCC in chasing down some pesky 
electromagnetic interference. 
Owners of Sears garage door 
openers were able to close their 
doors but not to open them. The 
FCC said that several local 
Amateurs who had heard about the 
problem assisted the Commission 
staff in locating the new air-to- 
ground communications system at 
Offut Air Force Base, operating on a 
frequency too close to the door 
openers’ frequency. The Air Force 
contractor agreed to find another 
frequency. 
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Six Hams aboard Louis St. Laurent 
on trip to North Pole 


Partly from the York Region Splatter 


Last month is this Bulletin we reported on 
the recent travels of the Canadian Coast 
Guard icebreaker, Louis St. Laurent, and the 
American Coast Guard icebreaker, Polar Sea, 
to the North Pole. Our headline read, “CW 
only reliable means of communications from 
the Pole.” The source for our short item came 
from a Canadian Press item that appeared in 
the Thunder Bay Chronicle- Journal. 

The ships reached the Pole on Monday, 
August 22, 1994 and were there for 
approximately 24-hours. According to the CP 
report, “For most of Monday, the only 
communications with the two ships was by 
Morse code because electromagnetic 
interference from the Pole made voice 
transmission impossible by either radio or 
satellite telephone.” 

Now, for the real story. Aboard the Louis St. 
Laurent were six Canadian Amateur radio 
operators. They included: Bill Falconer 
VEI1VCB, Phil VEICGT, Bob VE1IBFX, Ken 
VA38KA, Ivan VE2YGB and Gord VEI1VCS. 
The report in the York Region Splatter comes 
from information supplied by Bill Falconer. 
Incidentally, the ship’s Amateur radio call was 
VEOMBJ. 

“In the evenings”, Bill reports, “we would go 
on the Amateur bands and work DX. One or 
two CQ’s with the VEO call and we had a pile 
up. I did mostly CW, and Phil would come up 
later and work SSB.” 

The station ran an ICOM 781 into a 
homemade dipole. The only band open while 
in the Arctic was 20 metres, and the window 
into North America was only a few hours a 
day. “As the window was around 1200 to 1400 
hours our local time, we used it to run phone 


DECEMBER 1994 


patches for the crew on CFARS’”, Bill said. “We 
had a lot of support from CFARS operators all 
across the country, but four operators were 
with us practically the whole way. They 
included, Ralph Campbell VE1QU, Ed 
McGillivray VE1EB, Al Oldfield VE83ANO and 
Vic Williams VE7UZ.” He says, “there were 


- daily skeds and they didn’t miss many days.” 


“The morning we got to the Pole we started 
at 0530 our local time and ran 40 patches in a 
three hour period,” Bill explained. “Anyone 
who 

wanted to call home could. We were really 
lucky, because the band had been very poor 
the previous two days without patch quality. 
This morning, the band was wide open.” 

“The time on the Pole seemed to go fairly 
fast”, he said. “Phone patches for the crew 
were the extent of our hamming for the day. 
We didn’t work one DX contact, which was a 
real shame” After three or four hours doing 
phone patches, we had a baseball game with 
the Polar Sea and won. Some people were 
skiing. A friend and I had mountain bikes so 
we went for a ride around the Pole. Others 
went for a polar swim. There was skating, kite 
flying, etc.” 

Bill continues, “The sun never set the whole 
time we were there, so if you couldn’t sleep 
and woke up at 3 a.m., you could always go 
outside and join in whatever was going on.” 

The joint Canadian/American expedition 
involved 60 scientists with the aim of 
understanding the Arctic in the context of 
global change. 

Thanks to David Adams VE3HBF, for his 
report in the Splatter for this item. 
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